
Planning an extension? Don’t forget your neighbours 
With increasing pressure on housing and the relaxing of the 
planning regulations it is becoming more and more common for 
people to build extensions on our estate.  
 

If you choose to do this good luck with your project but please don’t 
forget your neighbours. Whilst there are formal things you need to 
do to apply for planning its easy to forget that the people who will be 
affected most live next door.  
 

Try to let them know what you want to do face to face as they 
may be more receptive to your ideas in person and it’s much 
nicer than reading it on a planning notice.  
Don’t forget to think about how you are going to 
get your materials on and off the site, try to 
cause as little disruption to your neighbours as 
possible and make sure you have the land 
owners consent if you need access across it. 
 

If we all keep talking to one another we can 
keep our estate a friendly place. Thanks 

Estate Improvements £20K Secured! 
Working with our Housing Officer Fiona Green 
the TRA has secured £20k funding to improve 
the area around the flats on Springfield Avenue. 
We look forward to seeing the 
work start soon! 

TRA contact Details 
Secretary Sanah Islam  
07599 521791  

batleycentraltra@hotmail.co.uk 
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Car Boot 
Last year we had a car boot 
sale on the New Way car park. We 
hope to do it again so look out for 
posters & updates. Contact us for 
details.  
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We are doing it again this year!  
 

Everyone is welcome and invited 
to bring a plate of food to eat and 
share for lunch.  
 

Come and meet your neighbours 
and have fun too.  
 

We will have fun games for all 
and a bouncy castle! 
 

 See you then ! 

BIG LUNCH 2013  
Sunday 2nd June - 11am until 2pm at Wellington Court 

Expect the regular updates from 
KNH, Yorkshire Housing, The Police, 
your councillors, and your chance to 
discuss estate matters 
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Benefits changes – what you need to know 

The TRA asked Kirklees Neighbourhood Housing for some advice 

and this is some what we were told... 
  

The changes include: 
 

 Bedroom tax - A cut in housing benefit for people who are under-occupying 

their homes  

 Benefit cap - A cap on the overall amount of benefits that individuals and 

families receive  

 Universal Credit and direct payments - A change in the way benefits are 

paid to you and your landlord  

 Disability Living Allowance – Replaced by Personal Independence 

Payment (PIP) 
  

Under-occupancy (bedroom tax) 
The government have reduced the amount of Housing Benefit paid to working 
age tenants (under 61 currently) who have more bedrooms than they need. You 
may be affected, even if you currently use all the bedrooms in your home. 
How much will you lose? 
Here is an example. If you pay a weekly rent of £80 and you have…  
One spare bedroom you will lose £11.20 per week if you have two you will 
lose £20.00 per week 
  

Overall benefit cap 
The overall benefit cap will limit the total benefits that you are entitled to £350 

per week for single people and £500 per week for couples and single parents. 
Universal Credit  
From October 2013, a number of benefits, currently paid separately will be 
brought together into a single payment called Universal Credit. This will be paid 

directly into your bank account. 
Direct payments 
Currently, Housing Benefit is paid directly to KNH so this rent is paid 
automatically. When you are moved onto Universal Credit, you will need to start 
paying rent yourself. For KNH properties you will need to pay by direct debt. 

Disability Living Allowance 
Disability Living Allowance (DLA) for adults aged 16 to 64 will gradually be 
replaced by a Personal Independence Payment (PIP). 
Important: There is no automatic transfer from DLA to PIP. If you already 
receive DLA you will need to make a claim for the new benefit when 
invited to do so. 
 

If you think you may be affected by any of these changes then you can get 

help and advice from KNH on 01484 414886 or at www.knh.org.uk 

Have your say! - Fill in your post card! 
 

Estate Manifesto: With this newsletter you should find a postcard. 
Please fill it in and pop it in the post box to tell us what you think the 
TRA should be working on. 
Coach Trip: Last year we ran a trip to Blackpool and everybody 
really enjoyed it. On the Manifesto post card there is a chance for 
you to tell us where you think we should go this year.  
Keeping you informed: We know not everybody can come to our 
meetings but we want to try to keep everybody as informed as 
possible. Fill in the manifesto form and return it and we will add you 
to our mailing list and make sure you get our regular updates. You 
can also find TRA information on the notice board outside the 
Baptist Church and in Wellington Court.  

Police update - Beat the Burglars 
We don’t have high crime in Batley Central but at a recent TRA 
meeting the police advised people to think about sash jammers. 
These cheap, easy-to-install gadgets have been proved to 
significantly reduce your chance of getting burgled. You can 
find out more info at one of the police surgeries. The Police 
non emergency number is 101 but still ring 999 for an 
emergency. 

Right to acquire: The TRA have been in 
discussion with Yorkshire Housing and have 
established that there is a right to acquire your 
property if you live in these homes. 

Please contact Yorkshire housing if you want to explore this 
opportunity or contact the TRA if you would like some support.  

Join our Committee! We have a great committee of enthusiastic 

people but we always want to do more so we need more hands. We 
want to represent everybody and to make sure your point of view gets 
to the people who need to hear it so come to our meeting or get in 
touch. Tell us what you are interested in and we will find a way to 
make use of your skills.  We can  find you training to help you too. 
Volunteering for a TRA gives you a great chance to help your 
community, meet new people and get new skills. It might even help 
you get a job. 
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